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Dear Students, Parents, and Families,  
 
Welcome to the Community Music Center of Boston (CMCB) for the 2025-2026 school year! Whether this is 
your first year or your family has been part of CMCB for decades, my hope is that this year brings you joy  in 
your musical exploration.  
 
You will notice some new and familiar faces around the building this year. Jared Field, has been promoted to 
the Director of Programming!  He will continue to support our outstanding faculty and ensure impactful 
programming and events. Joining him is Saralyn Klepaczyk, Director of Student Enrollment and Experience. 
They supervise our Registrars and manage everything to do with enrollment, scheduling, billing, or policies. 
Jared and Saralyn serve as co-directors of the Community Music School and are committed to ensuring that 
families feel supported in all aspects of their CMCB experience. 
 
This year also marks the official launch of our Student Pathways. These Pathways reflect our commitment to 
honoring the many different reasons people study music. Whether you're an experienced musician or just 
starting out, our Pathways help open up a conversation about your goals and what brought you to music in 
the first place. The spirit behind Student Pathways is something our teachers have always done by 
celebrating the wide range of inspirations that bring students to CMCB. Pathways are designed to be flexible 
and personalized. We know that many students will connect with different aspects of different pathways, and 
that their focus may shift over time. That sense of exploration is exactly what we want to encourage. I hope 
you’ll take a moment early in the year to talk with your faculty member about which Pathway you connect with 
the most. You can also learn more on our website by clicking the Student Pathways link at the top of the 
welcome page. If you have additional questions, please reach out to Saralyn Klepaczyk at 
sklepaczyk@cmcb.org. 
 
Beyond the classroom, I encourage you to take advantage of the exciting opportunities our community has to 
offer. I invite all of our students and families to consider joining an ensemble. There are opportunities for 
learners of all ages to engage with their community through both instrumental and vocal music. Joining an 
ensemble is also a great way to explore your chosen Pathway. You can find the full range of ensembles on 
our website in the Community Music School section. We also offer an exciting event schedule throughout the 
year. For instance, our John Kleshinski Concert Series (JKCS) features free performances by our faculty and 
guest artists throughout the year. In addition, our Community Conversations event series brings artists, 
educators, and leaders together to explore important topics in arts education. These events all provide a 
chance to learn, connect, and engage with leaders in our community, and they’re a reminder that Student 
Pathways don’t stop at the classroom door. 
 
Finally, I want to remind you about our Youth Employment Program, which provides a unique opportunity for 
young people to gain hands-on experience in arts administration. There are opportunities to work in our 
finance, fundraising, marketing, and program development departments all while being paid $18 per hour. To 
learn more, reach out to our Youth Development Manager, Taylor Rogers, at trogers@cmcb.org. 
 
I look forward to seeing you in the building and at our events. Thank you for joining the CMCB community, 
and here’s to a wonderful school year. 
 

Cori Bodley  
Chief Programming Officer 
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Mission Statement 
 
The Community Music Center of Boston (CMCB) is an arts education nonprofit founded in 1910, with a mission 
to transform lives by providing equitable access to excellent music education and arts experiences. Over 2,500 
students participate in our programs every week. We are proud to act as the largest external provider of arts 
education to the Boston Public Schools, supporting rigorous, relevant, and culturally-inclusive musical 
instruction for one of the most diverse school districts in the nation.  
 
This handbook is prepared for the students of the Community Music School (CMS) and their parents/guardian 
as a guide to the CMS regulations, policies, and other helpful information so as to ensure the safe and efficient 
operations of our program.  
 

Values Statement  
 
The Community Music Center of Boston (CMCB) was established in 1910 in the settlement house tradition, 
founded to promote unity and equity in access to music education across greater Boston.  
 
Today, more than a century later, that original mission continues to flourish through the availability of music 
learning and enrichment to all citizens of greater Boston.  
 
Through ongoing and intentional effort we seek to build an inclusive and diverse community that includes 
students, families and caregivers, faculty, staff, audiences, donors, and board and corporation members.  
 
CMCB welcomes, includes, and values all voices. These voices will continue to include those from different 
races, ethnicities, sexual orientation, gender, abilities, faiths, nationality, age, and socioeconomic status.  
 
We commit to: ​
 

●​ Program offerings reflective of the interests of our various communities  
●​ Curricula that support the neurodiversity of our community  
●​ Resources invested equitably among different partnerships, reflecting the diversity of our communities  
●​ Expanded access to music learning and enrichment within and across greater Boston neighborhoods  
●​ Assembling/creating/recruiting from a diverse slate of candidates for staff, faculty, corporation, and 

board member positions  
●​ Ongoing community conversations to inform our priorities  
●​ Provide for the related evolving educational needs of our communities  
●​ Create physical spaces that welcome, include and ensure safety for all  
●​ Implement feedback mechanisms which drive continuous improvement  
●​ Employment and teaching practices that minimize the impact of implicit bias 
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Calendar 
 
CMS events may be found on our website, https://cmcb.org/events. 
 
Full Year: Full Year Programming occurs from September through June. Private lessons, ensembles, and 
some group classes follow the full year schedule. 

Fall Semester: Fall Semester Programming occurs from September through January. Most group classes 
follow a semester schedule. 

Spring Semester: Spring Semester Programming occurs from February through June. Most group classes 
follow a semester schedule. 

Summer: We have a short summer session including private lessons and our Summer Arts and Music 
program. Information about the summer session will be released in the spring.  

Type of 
Programming 

Start Date 
(by day of week) 

End Date​
(by day of week) 

Make-up Week Dates 

Private & 
Semi-Private 
Lessons 

1st Mon: 9/8/25 
1st Tues: 9/9/25 
1st Weds: 9/10/25  
1st Thurs: 9/11/25 
1st Fri: 9/12/25 
1st Sat: 9/6/25 

Last Mon: 6/15/26 
Last Tues: 6/16/26 
Last Weds: 6/17/26 
Last Thurs: 6/18/26 
Last Fri: 6/12/26 
Last Sat: 6/13/26  
 

Midyear Make-up Week: 
 
1/26/26 - 1/31/26 
 
Final Make-up Week: 
 
6/12/26 - 6/18/26 

Full Year Classes 1st Mon: 9/15/25 
1st Tues: 9/9/25 
1st Weds: 9/10/25 
1st Thurs: 9/11/25 
1st Fri: 9/12/25 
1st Sat: 9/13/25 

Last Mon: 6/8/26 
Last Tues: 6/2/26 
Last Weds: 6/3/26 
Last Thurs: 6/4/26 
Last Fri: 6/5/26 
Last Sat: 6/6/26 
 

Make-up Week: 
 
6/9/26 - 6/15/26 

Fall Semester 
Classes 

1st Mon: 9/8/25 
1st Tues: 9/9/25 
1st Weds: 9/10/25 
1st Thurs: 9/11/25 
1st Fri: 9/12/25 
1st Sat: 9/13/25 

Last Mon: 1/12/26 
Last Tues: 1/13/26 
Last Weds: 1/14/26 
Last Thurs: 1/15/26 
Last Fri: 1/16/26 
Last Sat: 1/17/26 
 

Make-up Week: 
 
1/20/26 - 1/26/26 

Spring Semester 
Classes 

1st Mon: 2/2/26 
1st Tues: 2/3/26 
1st Weds: 2/4/26 
1st Thurs: 2/5/26 
1st Fri: 2/6/26 
1st Sat: 2/7/26 

Last Mon: 6/8/26 
Last Tues: 5/26/26 
Last Weds: 5/27/26 
Last Thurs: 5/28/26 
Last Fri: 5/29/26 
Last Sat: 6/6/26 

Make-up Week: 
 
6/2/26 - 6/5/26, ​
 
6/13/26 and 6/15/26 
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CMCB observes all federal holidays, and below is a list of dates where programming will not  take place 
during the school year: 
 

Indigenous Peoples Day Monday: 10/13/25 

Veterans Day Tuesday: 11/11/25 

Thanksgiving Break Wednesday: 11/26/25 - Saturday: 11/29/25 

Winter Break Monday: 12/22/25 - Saturday: 1/3/26 

Martin Luther King Jr. Day Monday: 1/19/26 

President’s Day Monday: 2/16/26 

April Break Monday: 4/20/26 - Saturday: 4/25/26 

Memorial Day Saturday: 5/23/26 - Monday: 5/25/26 

Juneteenth Friday: 6/19/26 

 
Our school year operating hours are: 

●​ Sunday: CLOSED 
●​ Monday: 10:00 AM – 8:00 PM 
●​ Tuesday: 10:00 AM – 8:00 PM 
●​ Wednesday: 10:00 AM – 8:00 PM 
●​ Thursday: 10:00 AM – 8:00 PM 
●​ Friday: 10:00 AM – 8:00 PM 
●​ Saturday: 9:00 AM – 5:30 PM 
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Communication and Email Use 
 
Parents/guardians and students are expected to check their email regularly. The primary method of 
communication for CMCB staff and faculty is through their CMCB email address and by CMCB phone.  
 
Families are asked to refrain from utilizing and/or relying on other forms of communication to discuss 
their CMCB programming, such as staff and faculty personal phone numbers, staff and faculty personal 
email address, and/or other personal communication apps. 
 
See the chart below to find out which Staff to communicate with for specific needs.  
 

Teacher Registrars 
registration@cmcb.org  

Coordinators 
financialaid@cmcb.org 

Lesson Content 
 
Student Performance 
Opportunities 
 
Recital Details 
 
Rental Instrument Assignment 

Attendance 
 
Scheduling 
 
Billing 
 
Registration Information 
 
 
For questions, reach out to 
Saralyn Klepaczyk, Director of 
Student Enrollment & Experience, 
CMS, at sklepaczyk@cmcb.org 

Instrument Rentals  
 
Instrument Repairs 
 
Financial Aid Process 
 
Event Logistics/Questions 
 
 
For questions, reach out to Jared 
Field, Director of Programs, CMS, 
at jfield@cmcb.org 
 

 
At CMCB, we utilize email communication for a variety of topics, including but not limited to:​
 

●​ Notification of teacher absences 
●​ Overdue balances 
●​ Rescheduling lessons or schedule changes 
●​ Class/Ensemble enrollment updates 
●​ Make-up Week scheduling 
●​ Financial Aid decisions/follow ups for additional information 
●​ Inclement weather updates 

 
We will call students at the primary number associated with their ASAP account for:​
 

●​ Teacher absences with less than 24 hours notice 
●​ If a student is late for your lesson/an event and has not given prior notification 
●​ Other emergency situations 

 
We also have a WeChat account that is monitored regularly by the student services team. The username is:: 
CMCB34Wechat 
 
The Student & Family Newsletter is one of our primary communication tools for CMCB students, 
guardians, and families. This is a monthly email that contains important information about upcoming CMCB 
events, account and registration reminders, community announcements, and other pertinent information. The 
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Student & Family Newsletter is sent to the primary email address of a student’s ASAP account.  
 
If you are not receiving the newsletter or you would like it to be sent to a different address, please email 
registration@cmcb.org. 
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Student Policies 
 
REGISTRATION & TUITION PAYMENTS 
 
Registration Fee & Deposit 
 
There is an annual, non-refundable registration fee of $40 (single student) or $50 (family) for all students 
who enroll in any programming with the Community Music School. For private lessons, the first four lessons 
are nonrefundable. The registration fee must be paid before the first session of any programming to reserve 
the agreed upon lesson time or to reserve a spot in a class. The registration fee must also be paid before 
applying for financial aid. 
 
Registration Details & Requirements 
 
Private Lessons:  

●​ Private lessons are arranged on a full year schedule, and the annual cost depends on the start date. 
A full year of lessons is between 32-35 lessons depending on the day of the week. 
 

●​ Students may start after September and are expected to continue programming through the end of 
the full year (September 6 - June 18). Any student interested in a smaller number of lessons should 
reach out to our student services team - requests will be evaluated on a case by case basis. 

 
●​ We provide private lesson students two annual opportunities to receive a free make-up lesson for an 

absence, and eligibility is determined by registration date - see the deadlines below. Students not 
registered by the deadline are not eligible and will not have programming during the designated 
make-up weeks. 

○​ Register for private lessons by October 11, 2025 - Eligible for Mid-Year and End-of-Year 
Make-up Weeks 

○​ Register for private lessons by February 28, 2026 - Eligible for End-of-Year Make-up Week 
 
Semi-Private Lessons: 

●​ Semi-private lessons are arranged by semester, and the semester cost depends on the start date. A 
full semester of semi-private lessons is between 16 and 18 lessons depending on the day of the 
week. 
 

●​ Students may start after the semester schedule has begun for semi-private lessons and are 
expected to continue programming through the end of each semester. Please note that we do NOT 
pair students for semi-private lessons. Students are responsible for coordinating their shared 
availability when scheduling semi-private lessons, and interested students must indicate the name 
of the other student they would like to take a semi-private lesson with on the lesson inquiry form. 
 

●​ We provide semi-private lesson students one opportunity per semester to receive a free make-up 
lesson for an absence, and eligibility is determined by registration date - see the deadlines below. 
Students not registered by the deadline are not eligible and will not have programming during the 
designated make-up weeks. 

○​ Register for semi-private lessons by October 11, 2025 - Eligible for Mid-Year and 
End-of-Year Make-up Weeks 

○​ Register for semi-private lessons by February 28, 2026 - Eligible for End-of-Year Make-up 
Week 

8 



 
Classes: 

●​ For semester-length classes, students must register and pay for the full length of the program. 
Registration closes after the fourth class session. 

 
●​ For full year classes, registration is done on a rolling basis, and start dates will be determined 

between faculty, families, and registrars. Tuition will be prorated based on your start date. Students 
are expected to participate in the remaining full year of programming once they join.  

 
Payment Options  
 
Payment for lessons and classes may be made by cash, check, or credit card. The student services team is 
unable to make change for cash payments. 
 
Students and parents/guardians will be signed up for a monthly payment plan by default. This divides the 
total cost of school year programming into monthly payments, from the first month of programming through 
the last month that programming occurs.  Monthly payments do not typically equate to the cost of the 
programming occurring in that month, and they are subject to change with any modification to 
programming. 
 
Monthly payments are due by the 15th of each month. Students will be encouraged upon registration to 
sign up for auto-pay. Students who decline the auto-pay option will receive a monthly invoice that is payable 
by credit card, cash, or check. 
 
Students also have the option to pay in full. Please speak to our student services team if you are 
interested in this option. Students who pay in full for private lessons starting before January are entitled to 
one free lesson. 
 
Overdue Balance Policy 
 
Tuition payments must be made on time. Accounts that are not paid in full or current on the payment plan 
are not eligible to register for new programming or participate in pre-registration for the upcoming school 
year.  
 
Any monthly payment we have not received within three days of the 15th of each month is considered a 
missed payment. 
 
If a single payment is missed for any type of programming, the following will apply: 

●​ Students will be unable to register for new programming until the payment is made 
●​ Communication with the student services team about the missed payment must occur before the 

end of the current month in order to retain their lesson time and/or spot in a class 
 
If more than one payment is missed for any type of programming, the following will apply: 

●​ Students will be unable to register for new programming until the payment is made 
●​ Students will not be allowed to continue participating in programming until a payment plan has 

been arranged with the student services team. 
●​ Private and semi-private lesson students will also be at risk of losing their lesson time. 

 
Financial Aid 
 
Financial Aid is available to all families in all programs. Financial Aid allocations depend on individual 
circumstance and may vary from year to year. In order to apply for financial aid, students must be 
planning to register for a minimum of four private lessons or at least one class/ensemble. 
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Our online Financial Aid Application form is located on our CMCB website or on the ASAP Parent Portal 
page. Questions regarding Financial Aid processes and other pertinent information should be directed to 
financialaid@cmcb.org.  
 
Students and families must complete the financial aid process within four weeks of registering for 
programming. Applications are typically processed and a decision communicated in two weeks from the 
time the complete application was received. Incomplete applications will increase the processing timeline.  
 
Students have the right to appeal their decision by including additional information as requested by the 
Financial Aid Committee. Financial aid cannot be awarded retroactively for any prior school year. Financial 
aid applies to the tuition only and not to instrument rental or registration fees. 
 
Please note that the cost of programming on the ASAP class catalog reflects the full cost of programming 
with no financial aid or discount. Students awarded financial aid will have a percentage off on all 
programming that is applied to their account manually after registration. We do not offer 100% allocations 
to any students, regardless of need. 
 
We also offer other discounts based on chosen programming, age, and other factors. Questions about 
eligibility for these discounts can be directed to our student services team. These discounts (with the 
exception of the Full Payment Discount) may not be combined with Financial Aid. In all situations the 
higher percentage discount a student is eligible for is the one that will be applied to their balance. 
 
Withdrawals, Credits, and Refunds 
 
Students who wish to withdraw from programming must notify the Registrars by phone, in person, or in 
writing as soon as possible. All scheduled programming must be paid for up until the date of withdrawal, 
even if students were absent. 
 
There are no make-up lessons during Make-up Weeks provided for students who withdraw. 
 
Registration fees are not refundable. For private lessons, the cost of the first four lessons are 
nonrefundable, regardless of when the official date of withdrawal is.  
 
All nonrefundable programming must be paid for at the time of withdrawal. If additional payments have 
been made, a credit will be offered to families to use towards future programming. Credits expire one year 
from the date they are issued. 
 
In exceptional circumstances, a refund will be offered in lieu of a credit. 
 
ATTENDANCE POLICIES 
 
Attendance Expectations 
 
Students are expected to attend all lessons and classes. If a student will be absent from a lesson or class, 
the student, parent, and/or guardian must notify the Registrars immediately. This can be done by emailing 
registration@cmcb.org or calling the Front Office at (617) 482-7494 ext. 54. A phone call is preferred for 
any absence notification less than 24 hours before the start of the scheduled lesson. 
 
Families are encouraged to include their Teacher(s) in email communications as well. Please 
communicate your absence to the Registrars and your Teacher as far in advance as possible.  
 
Students and Parents/Guardians are financially responsible for all scheduled lessons and classes, 
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regardless of absence and/or cancellation.  
 
Student Absence Policies 
 
Private Lessons: One free make-up lesson per semester is allowed for eligible students (eligibility is 
described in the Registration Details & Requirements section above). Make-up lessons will not be 
provided when a student is absent with less than 24 hours notice, or for no shows. 
 
There are no make-up lessons offered for the Summer session. 
 
Additional student absences may be made up at the discretion of the student’s teacher but are not 
guaranteed. 

 
Refunds will not be provided for any student absences. Exceptions will be handled on a case by case 
basis by the Director of Student Enrollment and Experience. 

 
There are a small number of exceptions to this policy that may be coordinated with the student services 
team such as: 

●​ Religious Holidays 
●​ Bereavement 
●​ Serious illness or long-term injuries 

 
We ask that students be in touch with our student services team about their absence(s) as far in advance 
as possible, and exception requests will be evaluated on a case by case basis by the Director of Student 
Enrollment and Experience. 
 
Semi-Private lessons follow the same policies as private lessons. If one member of the semi-private 
lesson is absent, the entire lesson may be cancelled or rescheduled at the discretion of the teacher. 
Alternatively, the present student may receive programming, but the absent student will receive no refund 
or make-up lesson. 

 
Classes and Ensembles: Make-ups and refunds are not provided for student absences. 
 
Teacher Absence & School Cancellation Policies 
 
Private and Semi-Private Lessons: In the event of a teacher absence, lessons will be made up and 
rescheduled pending teacher availability. If an instructor is unable to fit in a make-up lesson due to 
availability issues, families will be offered a credit to go towards future programming. In exceptional 
circumstances, a refund will be offered in lieu of a credit. 
 
For extended or planned teacher absences, a substitute teacher may be provided during the regularly 
scheduled lesson time. All substitute teachers are exceptional musical educators employed by CMCB, 
and teachers will prepare substitutes in advance with updates on the progress of each student. 
 
Classes: If a semester class, full year class, or ensemble is canceled due to weather, teacher absence, or 
emergency school closing, we will make an effort to provide a substitute teacher or reschedule the class during 
make-up week at the end of the semester or school year. If we are unable to do so, the class will not be 
refunded. 
 
School Closures: All CMCB announcements and school closures will be posted on our website, social 
media pages and via email. To minimize disruption, CMCB may shift to online programming in the 
event of extended closure or inclement weather. 
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Extended closures due to weather or other emergencies will be handled on a case by case basis by 
the Director of Student Enrollment and Experience, and refunds are not guaranteed.​
 
PROGRAM POLICIES 

 
Private Lessons 
 
Students must be at least five years old for private lessons. Recommended ages for specific instruments 
are: 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Private lessons are arranged on a full year schedule, and there are two semesters that make up the full 
year. Students are expected to continue programming through the full year as consistent instruction over 
time is the best way to progress on a chosen course of study. Please refer to the Registration Details & 
Requirements section above for more information. 
 
Semi-Private Lessons  
 
Semi-Private lessons are for two students who wish to study an instrument together. Students are 
responsible for coordinating their shared availability when scheduling semi-private lessons. Semi-Private 
lessons are for all ages, although the pair of students should have comparable abilities on their chosen 
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Age Lesson Length Suggested Instruments 

5-8 30 minutes ●​ Composition 
●​ Dulcimer 
●​ Guitar 
●​ Music Production 
●​ Percussion 
●​ Piano 
●​ Recorder 
●​ Tin Whistle 
●​ Ukulele 
●​ Violin 
●​ Voice 

9-12 30 minutes, 45 minutes All above instruments, plus: 
●​ Banjo 
●​ Cello 
●​ Clarinet 
●​ Double Bass 
●​ Flute 
●​ Harp 
●​ Saxophone 
●​ Songwriting 
●​ Trombone 
●​ Trumpet 
●​ Viola 

12+ 30 minutes, 45 minutes, 60 
minutes 

All above instruments, plus: 
●​ Bassoon 
●​ Music Theory 
●​ Oboe 



instrument. 
 
Class Eligibility  
 
Please refer to specific age requirements on our website or ASAP registration page. Students interested 
in requesting an exception or experiencing issues registering online due to age limits should reach out to 
the student services team. Exception requests will be evaluated on a case by case basis by the Director 
of Student Enrollment and Experience. 
 
Waiting Lists  
 
When a class is filled, students will be placed on a waiting list and will be notified if a spot opens up 
within the first four weeks or if another class is added. Students who are not interested in being on 
the waiting list should contact the student services team to discuss other programming options. We 
strive to find the best fit for every individual student. 
 
Group Class Minimum Enrollment Policies 
 
Classes and ensembles must meet their minimum enrollment by the end of their fourth class meeting.  
 
Below is the minimum number of enrolled students necessary for a class to run: 

●​ Semester class - 3 students 
●​ Full year class (including any ensemble besides those listed below) - 4 students 
●​ Una Voce - 7 students 
●​ Chamber Orchestra - 10 students 

 
If a class or ensemble fails to meet the minimum enrollment by the fourth week of programming, the class 
will be cancelled. Families will be offered a choice of enrolling in another class/program or receiving a 
prorated refund. If there are two students registered, we will also offer to pair you together for a 
semi-private lesson if both parties are interested. Families will not receive a refund for Registration 
Fees.  
 
Instrument Rentals  
 
CMCB offers instrument rentals in most instrument categories for students enrolled in CMCB 
programming. Students interested in renting an instrument at CMCB should speak to their teacher. 
Teachers will guide students through the instrument rental process. Students/families must sign a 
CMCB rental contract before taking possession of a CMCB instrument.  
 
CMCB instruments may be rented for a fee of $65 per semester or $130 per year. The instrument rental 
fee is $30 for the Summer session. 
 
Upon withdrawal or discontinuation of enrollment, any rented instrument(s) must be returned 
immediately. Instrument rental fees will not be refunded, and late returns (defined as any date past the 
official date of withdrawal or the end of registered programming) will be subject to a $50 late fee or 
replacement liability if not returned.  
 
Students are expected to take proper care of their rented instrument(s) and to notify their teacher in a 
timely manner if the instrument requires repairs or if they need a larger size. 
 
Unless renting over the summer, students should return their instrument to one of the following individuals 
after their last lesson or CMCB event of the school year:  

●​ Their Teacher  
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●​ Registrars  
●​ Community Music School Coordinators  
 

Students who wish to keep their instruments for future terms should notify their teacher(s) and the 
Registrars. Families will be billed accordingly.  
 
CMCB does not store instruments for students.  
 
Media Permissions 
 
By enrolling for programming at Community Music Center of Boston (CMCB), Inc. you grant permission to use 
your and/or your child(ren)’s image in publicity and marketing materials. By granting your permission, you 
understand that you and/or your child’s likeness could be used in various print, video, or online media. Please 
be assured that students’ names will not be released. You may opt out at any time. If you do not wish to 
participate, please contact CMCB’s Marketing Coordinator, Julia Fan, at jfan@cmcb.org.  
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Student Conduct 
 
Community Expectations 
 
We are committed to ensuring the safety and well-being of all of our community members. Parents/guardians, 
students, and any visitors to our space are expected to be respectful when speaking or interacting with CMCB 
staff/faculty and any others in the space. Profanity, inappropriate language/gestures, destructive or 
disruptive behavior, discriminatory actions, and other behaviors that do not align with CMCB’s values 
as described in the values statement above are not tolerated. CMCB reserves the right to dismiss a 
student or discontinue programming depending on the nature, severity, and unique circumstances of any 
violations to the above policy. 
 
Any form of physical violence or threatening behavior may result in the immediate removal from programming 
if CMCB determines, in its discretion, that the student’s continued presence would pose a significant risk to the 
safety of any person or a serious disruption to the educational environment of the CMCB community. 
 
All community members must be respectful of CMCB facilities and property, and any damage should be 
reported to the Registrars immediately.  
 
Smoking on CMCB premises is strictly prohibited. Please refrain from bringing food and beverages other than 
water into teaching spaces. Community members eating or drinking in the building are expected to dispose of 
their own trash. 
 
CMCB is a school and work space - please keep conversations in the hallways at a reasonable volume. 
Refrain from taking calls/meetings on speakerphone and utilize headphones when consuming media on 
devices.  
 
Lastly, students are expected to arrive on time for their lessons/classes with all necessary 
materials (instrument, music, pencil, etc).  
 
Parent/Guardian Supervision 
 
Other than caregiver Early Childhood classes, parent/guardian presence within lessons/classes is 
navigated on an individual basis between students and their teachers. Please be mindful that some of our 
spaces are small, and teachers may prefer that parents/guardians wait outside. For more information or 
accommodations, please reach out to the CMS Coordinators.  
 
Parents/guardians are welcome to wait in hallways and/or the lobby. Young children must be supervised 
by an adult at all times.  
 
Concert Norms  
 
Out of respect for performers, families and visitors are expected to attend the full length of CMCB 
concerts. Anyone needing to leave the concert for any reason should try and do so in between 
performances. Audience members should refrain from talking, whispering, etc. during concerts. Cell 
phones and other electronic devices must be silent or turned off when attending performances.  
 
Offsite Conduct  
 
Regular online lessons must occur during CMCB’s regular business hours. Lessons with students who are 
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under 18 years old should be conducted with an adult present. Although the adult does not have to be on 
the call the entire time, the adult must acknowledge the video call by appearing on screen or by providing 
additional written consent. Students should refrain from taking screenshots and/or screen capture video 
recordings of teachers without express permission. Lessons and classes should occur in an open space 
or in a room with an open door.  
 
CMCB is a school space, and students are expected to prepare for online lessons as they would for 
in-person lessons, with appropriate attire for school and a suitable space for learning. Students taking 
online lessons are expected to adhere to the Community Expectations stated above.  
 

NOTE: Students and their Teachers must both be located in MA during all CMCB online lessons. 
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Resources & Opportunities for Students 
 
Library 
 
CMCB has an extensive music library that students may borrow music from through their teachers. 
Students are welcome to explore the library and speak to their teachers to request any music they are 
interested in borrowing.  
 
Practice Room Usage  
 
Students actively registered in CMCB programming may use CMCB studios at no cost for personal 
practice purposes during normal operating hours when they are available. Students must check with the 
Registrars for room availability before using any studios. Studio availability is subject to change and not 
guaranteed.  
 
Events at CMCB 
 
As a part of the CMCB community, students have access to numerous free events throughout the 
year. More specific details will be posted on the website throughout the year, and students may 
speak with their teacher or any CMCB staff member with questions about how to get involved. 
 
Please see below for current events (dates are subject to change, and any changes will be 
reflected on the CMCB website):  
 

●​ Performathon - the largest event of the year where students of every age, instrument, and 
musical style come together for a festival of music-making. Students are invited to play or 
attend as an audience member. 

○​ January 30 - 31, 2026 
 

●​ The Lapin Competition - an annual solo performance competition open to all instruments 
and musical styles. The Junior Division is open to students in 9th grade or younger, and 
the Senior Division is open to students in 12th grade or younger. All participating students 
receive feedback from incredible judges and compete for cash prizes and the chance to 
perform in a special Winners Recital. 

○​ Preliminary Round Auditions: March 5 and March 7, 2026 
○​ Final Round Auditions: March 12, 2026 
○​ Winners Recital: March 14, 2026 

 
●​ Young Composers Festival - a full day of workshops, presentations, and performances 

celebrating new music. The lineup includes a Call for Scores, a Songwriting Competition, 
guest artists, and faculty performances, among others.  

○​ Saturday, May 9, 2026 
 

●​ Third Thursdays at CMCB - a community evening event that occurs every third Thursday 
of the month during the school year. This includes John Kleshinski Concert Series, 
Community Conversations, karaoke nights, and other exciting events. 

 
●​ Saturday Programming - a variety of free programming on Saturday afternoons between 

1:00-3:00 that is open to all students 
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○​ Saturdays 1:00-2:00pm is reserved for accompaniment time where students 
rehearse their music with one of our piano accompanists. Advance sign-ups 
are required, and interested students should speak with their teacher to sign 
up. 

○​ Saturdays 2:00-3:00pm features different events every week 
■​ 1st Saturday of the month: RAP Seminar (open to middle and high 

school students who sign up for the RAP Program) 
■​ 2nd Saturday of the month: Workshops - a space to play your music 

for a faculty member and receive valuable feedback. Advance 
sign-ups are required, and interested students should speak with 
their teacher to sign up 

■​ 3rd Saturday of the month: Recitals - an informal recital of student 
works. Students are welcome to both participate and listen. 

■​ 4th Saturday of the month: Department Seminars - special events 
organized by instrument departments 

○​ The schedule may also include special Saturday guest artist visits! 
 
Rising Artist Program (RAP) 
 
The Rising Artist Program (RAP) is designed for students in grades 6-12 who wish to become more engaged 
in their musical journey at CMCB.  
 
RAP students participate in a program of varied musical activities:​
 

●​ Private Lessons with a CMCB instructor (required, billed separately) 
●​ RAP Seminar (required) 
●​ Music Theory Course (required) 
●​ Participation in the Lapin Competition (required) 
●​ Final Presentation at the Young Composers Festival (required) 
●​ Optional courses include: 

○​ Chamber Group 
○​ Departmental Seminar for your instrument 
○​ Music Appreciation 
○​ Graphic Scores 
○​ Chamber Orchestra 
○​ Composing for Performers 
○​ Musical Explorers: Sound as Expression 

 
For more information, email Jared Field, Director of Programming, CMS, at jfield@cmcb.org. 
 
Youth Employment 
 
CMCB offers employment opportunities to high school and college students ages 14+ interested in work in 
the arts administration field. For more information, email Taylor Rogers, Youth Development Manager, at 
trogers@cmcb.org. 
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